
2007 
National Coalition on Deliberative Democracy Annual Meeting - Washington DC (November) 
Fourteen researchers and practitioners decided to join together to explore how citizen deliberation could help shift 
political, social, and cultural responses to climate change; David Kahane suggested exploring climate change and 
deliberative dialgoue on the ground in Alberta.


David Kahane led an application for seed funding from the Deliberative Democracy Consortium and received 
$15,000 for a first workshop.


2008 
Deliberative Democracy and Climate Change Workshop - Edmonton AB (September 26-28) 
Ten sectoral leaders from Alberta and seven deliberative democracy experts worked with a ‘sounding board’ of 
twenty-five others to develop a plan for climate deliberation in Alberta. The event also included an evening 
dialogue with 140 citizens. The proposal for citizen deliberations on climate change in Alberta was developed, 
featuring provincial citizen summits and community-based deliberation.


Development of Letter of Intent for CURA grant 
David Kahane submitted a Letter of Intent to the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
(SSHRC) Community University Research Alliance (CURA) competition; LOI was successful, providing $20,000 for 
development of a full CURA proposal.


2009 
Student-led World Café on Campus Climate Responsibility - Edmonton AB (April 7) 

Deliberative Democracy and Climate Change: Alberta and Beyond Workshop - Edmonton AB (June 19-21) 
Thirty-five attendees (from Alberta, Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom and Australia) participated in 
this workshop to identify core research questions about citizen deliberation on climate change for inclusion in the 
SSHRC Community-University Research Alliance grant, and to weave together the partnerships for project. 
Partnership development continued until submission of grant.


Submission of SSHRC – CURA: Alberta Climate Dialogue (ABCD): Deliberative Democracy and Climate 
Change in Alberta and Beyond application (September 14) 
Application named fifteen co-applicants, twenty-four collaborators and twenty-four organizational partners. 
Proposal included thirty-nine detailed annual activities and benchmarks.


Research Questions 
1. What is the quality of the ABCD climate change deliberations? What design features enhance the quality 

of participant deliberations? And, what outcomes are influenced by variations in quality?

2. What are the effects of the deliberations on the motivations and behaviour of participants, particularly in 

the long-term?

3. What are the effects of the deliberations on the civic capacity of participants?

4. Do the ABCD deliberations strengthen the legitimacy of climate change action by policy makers?
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5. What are the consequences of varying design features of the deliberations, such as issue framing, 
deliberative process, and involvement of elected officials?


2010 
Notification of successful award of SSHRC-CURA grant (February) 

Meetings with the City of Calgary - Calgary AB (April-October) 
Meetings to explore a partnership around community greenhouse gas planning and implementation.


Aboriginal Outreach - Edmonton AB (April-June) 
Three meetings took place with native scholars and graduate students aimed at building partnerships with 
Aboriginal communities and intellectuals to inform ABCD’s research and practices. Reflection on Aboriginal 
outreach also included planning with Canadian Environmental Network around creating an iterative dialogue with 
Aboriginal communities about questions of deliberation, community mobilization, public engagement and 
consultation. 


Reimagining Development with the Indigenous Peoples of the Brazilian Amazon Virtual Workshop (May 6)  
David Kahane presented “Indigenous perspectives in climate change deliberations: an Albertan 
perspective” (paper).


Alberta Climate Dialogue and the Evaluation of Citizen Engagement on Environmental Issues Workshop - 
Edmonton AB (May 6) 
David Kahane, Mary Pat MacKinnon and John Parkins facilitated a workshop to employees at Environment 
Canada, the EPA and the Canadian Community for Dialogue and Deliberation.


Engagement for Sustainable Communities and Climate Change Online Conference Co-presented by 
the American Planning Association’s Public Engagement Interest Group and Public Decisions and 
Sponsored by Earthscan (May 14) 
David Kahane and Lorelei Hanson presented “Alberta Climate Dialogue” (talk).


Citizen Engagement on Tough Environmental Issues: The Case of Municipal Action on Climate Change 
Workshop - Edmonton AB  
Elected officials and civil servants from a range of Alberta municipalities who are active in sustainability planning  
were brought together to discuss how to bring citizens more effectively into their work.


Dialogue Professionals on Deliberative Democracy and Climate Change Workshop - Edmonton AB (July 21) 
Forty-four participants were brought together to share experiences in doing public engagement on environmental 
issues in Alberta. Event enabled ABCD to build connections with Albertan practitioners, and to receive advice 
about the project.


Research Workshop - Edmonton AB (July 22)  
Combining the learnings from the previous two days and the expertise of the core team, a research workshop was 
held to discuss potential research questions, specifically dealing with issues around ABCD research architecture, 
ways of working with municipalities, and integrating design expertise into ABCD collaborations with municipalities.


Centre for Global Citizenship Education and Research -  Edmonton AB (Oct 27) 
David Kahane, Fiona Cavanagh and Heather McPherson each presented on the theme, “Can Citizen Engagement 
Be Transformative?” (talk).


ABCD: Project Goals & Activities Report (October 28) 
The report included ABCD Guiding Principles including commitments to deliberative citizens engagements, 
municipal and provincial provincial activities, cross-sector action and research and engaging across difference. It 
also laid out ABCD goals including exploring the link between citizen engagements on climate and understandings 
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of social change, supporting more effective deliberation design, analyzing the positive effects of citizen 
engagement on policy responses and capacity building around deliberations on climate change. 


Pre-Workshop - Edmonton AB (November 13) 
John Gaventa presented “Deepening Democracy through Citizen Participation: Lessons learned from Ten Years of 
Collaborative International Research” which allowed participants to learn from and apply the DRC research 
findings on power, participation, collaboration and social change to the ABCD project, with a focus on the Alberta 
context and project governance. Gaventa also presented a public lecture.


Alberta Climate Dialogue Annual Workshop - Edmonton AB (November 14-17) 
The first face-to-face meeting of funded ABCD team included forty plus participants, intended to define and refine 
ABCD’s project goals, develop specific activities, determine leaders of these activities and go over governance 
mechanisms and principles.  


At the workshop, participants committed to their involvement with ABCD activities and projects while those same 
activities and projects were made actionable through feedback and consultation with participants. This led to 
proposals for five ways of working, three key impacts and seven action items as well as the development of a 
governance structure.


Department of Political Science, University of Alberta - Edmonton AB  (Dec 2) 
David Kahane presented “Creating spaces for change? Early reflections on Alberta Climate Dialogue” (paper).


2011 
Talks begin with City of Edmonton for public deliberation tied to The Way We Green: Environmental 
Strategic Plan 2011 (January) 
A proposal is made to run a pilot deliberation with City of Edmonton as part of the annual ABCD workshop.


Greenhouse Gas Action Toolkit for Alberta Communities 
ABCD was active as part of the Advisory Team in the design of a toolkit created as a user-friendly way for Alberta 
municipalities to reduce community greenhouse gas emissions at the local level.


Kule Institute for Advance Study (University of Alberta) Research Cluster Grant (April) 
Laurie Adkin, David Kahane, John Parkins, Steve Patten, and Lynette Shultz are awarded a Research Cluster 
Grant by KIAS for the "Whose environmental stewardship?” project.


Citizen Deliberation and Oil Sands Policy Presentation - Edmonton AB (April 27) 
David Kahane presented on the “Green Oil and Greenest Oil: Visions for Alberta’s Global Leadership” panel as part 
of a public event hosted by the Alberta Party.


International Association for Public Participation - Toronto ON (June 11) 
David Kahane presented “Where has public participation come from, where is it now and where is it 
going?” (paper).


The Way We Green approved (July) 
The Way We Green, the City of Edmonton's environmental strategic plan approved by Edmonton City Council.


Meetings with leaders about Aboriginal links for ABCD (July) 
Meetings with Sheila Muxlow (Sierra Prairie) and Bruce Arcand (Tribal Chiefs Ventures) about Aboriginal 
connections for ABCD’s work.


City of Edmonton/Centre for Public Involvement/ABCD Workshop: Engaging the Public in Implementing 
The Way We Green’s Energy and Climate Change Strategies - Edmonton AB (September 23) 
The goal of this workshop was to provide an update on The Way We Green while gaining a better understanding of 
how citizen deliberation can support the city’s responses to energy transition and climate change.The workshop 
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sought to leverage expertise to inform the city’s public engagement efforts and help align key energy and climate 
change objectives on a public engagement spectrum.


Alberta Climate Dialogue Annual Workshop - Edmonton AB (September 23-25) 
The 2011 workshop served to engage the City of Edmonton staff members and elected officials on citizen 
deliberation and provide a forum to decide whether and/or how ABCD might formally contribute to move the city’s 
environmental strategic plan forward. The event included opportunities for collaboration and reporting on Action 
Team work; conversations regarding results and authenticity in public deliberation, stakeholder involvement, and 
durability and longevity in transformation; Open Spaces to discuss and brainstorm around specific topics; and a 
Market Place to provide overviews of influential and possible projects. The workshop also included a pivotal 
meeting with City of Edmonton civil servants together with Councillor Iveson to advance collaboration on a citizen 
deliberation process.


Alberta Climate Dialogue Strategic Planning Session Report - Edmonton AB (December 6) 
A facilitated conversation amongst the steering committee to consolidate the work done to date, reassess the 
operating environment, resolve points of tension, identify opportunities for future deliberations and prioritize 
actions in the short and medium term. The process was led by Nina Gales and Pieter de Vos, and drew in 
feedback received from the wider ABCD team around strategic direction.


Energy Transition and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Proposal YEG (December) 
ABCD and the Centre for Public Involvement submitted a proposal to the City of Edmonton for a citizen 
deliberation process on energy transition and community greenhouse gas reduction, featuring a citizens’ panel 
process woven together with civil society initiatives, including community-based projects.


2012 
City of Edmonton rejects Energy Transition and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Deliberation Proposal 

John Gastil (Pennsylvania State University) Workshop (February 2) 
Thirteen ABCD members created a logic model overview that was a collaboration to distil survey questions with 
guidance and feedback from John Gastil.


International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic and Social Sustainability - Vancouver, BC 
(February) 
Lorelei Hanson presented: “Exploring the processes and perceptions of citizen engagement: An analysis of public 
input in the development of a municipal environmental sustainability plan” (paper)


Research on Citizens’ Panel on Food and Agriculture (April) 
Collaboration with Centre for Public Involvement on evaluation tools and research begins and continues until June 
2012. (ABCD was not involved in designing or running the deliberation process).


Canadian Political Science Association Annual Conference - Edmonton AB (June 12-15) 
The annual conference included three ABCD panels: “Deliberative Democracy and Climate Change: Theory Meets 
Practice;” “Stakeholders and Citizens in Alberta Environmental Policy Making;” and “Successes and Challenges in 
Innovative Public Involvement: The Case of Edmonton's Environmental Strategic Plan.”


Edmonton Deliberation Team Inaugural Meeting - Edmonton AB (June 26) 
Sixteen participants engaged in discussions around the function and role of deliberation team for Edmonton’s 
deliberation on energy and climate challenges.


Civil Society Deliberation Scoping Process (August-December) 
Jill Clements was hired to explore possibility for a civil society based deliberation project for ABCD. She met with 
civil society leaders, and presented a brief to Steering Committee in December 2012; it was decided the initiative 
did not have sufficient promise to take forward.
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Meetings with Province - Edmonton AB (August - November) 
ABCD held a meeting with the Province of Alberta Climate Secretariat to advise and seek partnership on citizen 
engagement work around the Province’s renewal of its Climate Policy. This culminated in the delivery of a concept 
note for a collaboration. 


International Association for Public Participation (IAP2) North America Annual Conference - Halifax NS 
(September 30 - October 2) 
David Kahane, Fiona Cavanagh and Matt Leighninger presented “Engaging with multiple publics in complex 
involvement programs” (paper).


National Coalition for Deliberation and Dialogue Conference - Seattle WA (October 12-14) 
Susanna Haas Lyons and Gwendolyn Blue presented an overview of the Alberta Climate Dialogue research 
network (talk).


Citizens’ Panel on Edmonton’s Energy and Climate Challenges - Edmonton AB (October-December) 
In partnership with the City of Edmonton and Centre for Public Involvement, fifty-one citizens took part in six 
deliberation sessions. 


Powering Up: Food for the Future, Food Secure Canada 7th National Assembly - Edmonton AB (November 
1-4) 
Deb Schrader and Lorelei Hanson presented “City of Edmonton Food & Agriculture Strategy: Setting the 
Context” (paper).


2013 
The ABCD newsletter announces ‘Water in a Changing Climate Deliberation’ and the ‘Energy Efficiency 
Deliberation’ (February) 

Partnership with Tides Canada (March) 
The ABCD project co-hosted a speaker series to inspire and inform Alberta clean energy and climate change 
leadership, leading to the Tim Flannery lecture in Calgary. 


Presentation to Executive Council of the City of Edmonton - Edmonton AB (April 15) 
Presentation of report and experience from Citizens’ Panel on Edmonton’s Energy and Climate Challenges 
towards the creation of Edmonton’s Energy and Climate Transition Plan.


Researchers Workshop - Edmonton AB (April 25) 
Updates and mapping of data collection and research out of Edmonton deliberation.


ABCD research presented at Environmental Studies of Canada Association - Victoria BC (June 3-5) 
Deb Schrader and Lorelei Hanson presented “Obstacles to Preserving Urban Land for Food- fresh: Edmonton’s 
Food and Agriculture Strategy Case Study” (paper).


Canadian Political Science Association Roundtable "Deliberative Democracy and Climate Change in a 
Municipal Context" (June 6) 
Shelley Boulianne, Lyndsay Hobbs, Kristjana Loptson and Mark Warren provided highlights from research 
conducted on the Citizens' Panel on Edmonton's Energy and Climate Challenges.


Tomorrow’s Ideas, Now - Edmonton AB (August 16-19) 
David Kahane presented “Can Citizen Participation Improve Climate Change Policy?” (talk).


Network on Business Sustainability Workshop (September 23) 
Mary Pat MacKinnon featured the Edmonton's Citizen Panel work.
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By invitation events for Tim Flannery in Edmonton (October 16) 
Flannery, former Climate Commissioner of Australia, spoke at two closed meetings in Edmonton, one with senior 
government officials and one with business leaders.


Energy Transition & Economic Transformation: Tim Flannery in Conversation -  Calgary AB (October 16) 
Flannery shared successes and lessons from his nation's experience in transitioning to a lower-carbon economy in 
a public talk, then was featured at a hosted dinner.


Energy Efficiency Choices: A Citizens’ Discussion on Alberta’s Energy Efficiency Policies and Programs 
(November) 
ABCD co-funded, designed, and facilitated six iterations of this online deliberation event in partnership with the 
Alberta Energy Efficiency Alliance.


Paul Hawken workshop and lecture (November 20) 
The workshop focused on questions of climate change, social change, and public participation. Hawken’s lecture, 
"Re-imagination of carbon: Exploring new ways of addressing climate change," reiterated the need for fearless, 
positive work on energy transition. 


2014 
Cara Pike Visit to the University of Alberta - Edmonton AB (January 23 - 24) 
Cara spoke to ABCD and the Department of Political Science (University of Alberta) and conducted a day-long 
workshop on "The public as partners: leveraging the role of citizens to address climate disruption,” followed by a 
public lecture,”Turning Up the Empowerment Dial: Community Engagement in Addressing Climate Disruption.” 


University of Alberta International Week - Edmonton AB (January 27-February 1) 
David Kahane presented on “Citizen Participation and Local Food: Building a Healthier Democracy” (talk).


Water in a Changing Climate Citizen Deliberation - Lethbridge AB (February 22) 
Gwendolyn Blue and Jacquie Dale, partnering with the Oldman Watershed Council, led a one day face-to-face 
deliberation.


Warren E. Kalbach Conference, MacEwan University - Edmonton AB (March 2014) 
Shelly Boulianne and Kristjana Loptson presented “Citizen panels and opinion polls: How do policy positions 
compare?” (powerpoint presentation).


Final Report of Energy Efficiency Choices (March) 

Citizens as Climate Leaders: Film Screening and Panel with David Suzuki (April 22) 
Four hundred people attended a panel on "Citizens as Climate Leaders" featuring David Suzuki, filmmaker Ian 
Mauro, and Eriel Deranger of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation. The event also included the Ian Mauro's 
short film, “Climate Change in Atlantic Canada”. 


The American Association of Public Opinion Research Conference - Anaheim CA (May 15-18) 
Shelley Boulianne presented “Mini-publics and public opinion: A survey-based experiment” (paper), which 
included results from the Alberta Survey 2013 that asked Edmontonians about their policy preferences around 
addressing climate and energy issues.


Canadian Political Science Association - St. Catherine’s ON (May 29) 
Laurie Adkin presented “Making Climate Change Policy in Alberta” (paper).


The Institute of Public Administration of Canada Conference - Edmonton AB (June 1-4) 
Mary Pat Mackinnon and David Kahane presented “Citizen Involvement & Climate Politics: Learning from the 
Citizens’ Panel on Edmonton’s Energy and Climate Challenges” (paper).
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Interdisciplinary Social Sciences Conference - Vancouver BC (June 12) 
Lorelei Hanson and Deborah Schrader presented “Identifying opportunities or hurdles for food security? A critical 
examination of the City of Edmonton’s Food and Agricultural Strategy “fresh”” (paper).


International Interdisciplinary Conference on the Environment - Denver CO (June 12)  
Lorelei Hanson and Deb Schrader presented “Enabling a More Sustainable Urban Food System in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada” (paper).


International Political Science Association Workshop - Montreal QC (July 20) 
David Kahane presented “Public administrators, process professionals, and deliberative democracy: Negotiating a 
participatory process and its influence” (paper).


Alberta Climate Dialogue Mini-Workshop - Edmonton AB (July 20) 
This half-day workshop involved David Kahane Simon Burall, Jason Chilvers, Jacquie Dale, Genevieve Fuji 
Johnson, Carolyn Lukensmeyer, Mary Pat MacKinnon, and Daniel Weinstock discussing deliberative democracy 
and systems change.


Under Western Skies - Calgary AB (September 9 - 13) 
This workshop included an ABCD roundtable entitled “Citizen Involvement and Climate Politics: Alberta 
Experiments”, with Geoff Salomons, Gwendolyn Blue, Lorelei Hanson and Kristjana Loptson, and Lorelei Hanson’s 
presentation of “Critically Examining fresh, Edmonton’s Food and Agricultural Strategy: A Blueprint to Food 
System Transformation and Revitalized Community?” (paper).


Alberta Climate Dialogue Workshop - Edmonton AB (October 1-3) 
The workshop reflected on ABCD’s learning through its three deliberations, with a focus on questions of citizen 
deliberation and systems change. The process included a panel on the Edmonton deliberations featuring Citizens’ 
Panelists, a civil servant, and an elected official; presentations and discussions of the Oldman Watershed and 
AEEA deliberations; two writeshop rounds on work in progress; and support for the development of two other 
projects involving climate change and citizens’ deliberation, the Climate Justice Project from BC and the Energy 
Futures Lab from Alberta.


National Coalition for Dialogue and Deliberation - Reston VA (October 17-19) 
David Kahane, Gwen Blue, Jacquie Dale, Lorelei Hanson, Susanna Haas Lyons, and Mary Pat MacKinnon 
presented and took part in several sessions including a plenary session about the future of the field. They then 
held a one day ‘writeshop’ on work in progress.


2015 
Energy in the City Sponsored by the City of Edmonton and Alberta Energy Efficiency Alliance - Edmonton 
AB (March 4) 
Lorelei Hanson presented “The Citizens’ Panel on Edmonton’s Energy and Climate Challenges.”


Edmonton City Council Facilitated Session on Energy Transition Strategy - Edmonton AB (March 18) 

City of Edmonton Council approval of Energy Transition Strategy (April 29)  
These March and April City Council meetings featured sustained discussion of the Citizens’ Panel.


ABCD work presented at International Association of the Commons - Edmonton AB (May 25-29) 
 Lorelei Hanson presented “Framing Climate Change in Alberta? Protecting the Commons?” (paper).
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