
 

 
 

  

 

Session #3 Report 

OCTOBER 27, 2012 CITIZENS’ PANEL ON EDMONTON’S ENERGY & CLIMATE CHALLENGES 

What choices are we prepared to make together to meet 
Edmonton’s energy and climate challenges? 

SESSION OBJECTIVES WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE CITIZENS’ PANEL? 
 

 
• Provide information and 

context, that is critical for 
your deliberations 

 

• An initial assessment of the 
Discussion Paper’s levers 
and goals 

 

• Revisit, assess and clarify 
your values (from October 
20), taking into account 
today’s learning and insights 
 

 

 

• Learn about the challenges of climate change and energy vulnerability.  
• Decide how Edmonton should respond to these challenges based on your priorities and 

values.  
• Develop a Final Report with recommendations for City Administration and City Council.  

WHAT WILL THE CITIZENS’ PANEL FINAL REPORT INCLUDE? 

 

• The key values and principles you feel should guide City decision-making about climate 
change and energy vulnerability. 

• Your reactions to the levers and goals presented by the Discussion Paper (i.e. Do you 
agree/disagree? How far, how fast?). 

• Additional recommendations and advice for the City of Edmonton. 
 
Additional details on the purpose of the Citizens’ Panel and how the Final Report will be used 
can be found in the Participant Handbook (p.8-15) and on the Participant Website. 
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SUMMARY OF SESSION #3’S PRESENTATIONS 

Taking Stock of Edmonton’s Energy Use 

Gary Woloshyniuk – Senior Environmental Engineer, City of Edmonton (for more information, read p 35-44 of the Participant Handbook) 
 

• The Way We Green addresses more than just climate change and energy vulnerability. 
• Canadians consume the most energy per capita in the world (6x the world average). 
• Greenhouse gases (water vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and ozone) are “gases in the atmosphere that don’t 

allow heat to escape into space.” 
• Carbon dioxide (CO2) is discussed more than other greenhouse gases (GHG) because it’s the largest component of the atmosphere 

and it’s growing the fastest. 
• Each greenhouse gas affects the atmosphere differently. To make things easier, scientists use the same unit of measurement to 

indicate the impact of different GHGs: carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). A definition of CO2e can be found on p.61 of the 
Participant Handbook. 

• Different sources of energy produce different amounts of GHGs. Coal emits the most GHGs per megajoule (MJ) of energy 
produced, while renewable sources like solar and hydro emit the least. 
 
 
 

ENERGY SOURCE SHARE OF EDMONTON’S 
ENERGY SUPPLY 

SHARE OF EDMONTON’S 
GHG EMISSIONS 

Electricity 43% 74% 
Natural gas 39% 16% 
Gasoline 14% 7% 
Diesel 4% 2% 

 
 
 
 

Overview of the Discussion Paper’s Levers, Goals & Activities (in the context of the Low Carbon Case) 
Jesse Row – Senior Advisor, Pembina Institute (for more information, read p.42-51 of the Discussion Paper) 

LEVER GOAL EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES 

Provincial grid and other 
electricity generation 

#1 – Reduce the GHG intensity of the provincial 
electricity grid 

• Purchase green energy for City needs 

#4 – Increase the uptake of distributed energy 
generation 

• Reduce regulatory barriers to distributed 
generation 

• Support related companies and provide 
incentives 

Urban form and transit #2 – Increase the proportion of development in 
mature neighbourhoods (i.e. compact, mixed-use, 
transit-oriented) 

• Reduce regulatory barriers to building these 
types of neighbourhoods 

• Increase the frequency, quality, and 
convenience of public transit 

Heavy industry #3 – Reduce industrial emissions with energy 
efficiency upgrades and new, less energy-intense 
industries 

• Support industrial energy management 
systems 

Energy efficiency of new 
and existing buildings 

#5 – Increase the energy efficiency of new and 
existing buildings 

• Support adoption of visible meters in homes 

Vehicles #6 – Reduce the amount of diesel/gasoline used in 
the city’s vehicles 

• Support and eventually require energy 
labeling of buildings at time of sale 

 

 
The slides for these presentations can be found under “Session #3” on the Participant Website, while your questions related to the 
content of these presentations can be found at “Your questions and comments from/about the Citizens’ Panel.” 
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CAROUSEL ACTIVITY 
The largest part of Session #3 saw the Citizens’ Panel work together in larger groups to dig deeper into the Discussion Paper’s levers, 
goals, and activities. With the aid of a resource person from the City of Edmonton or the Pembina Institute, each group worked to 
clarify its questions about each lever. Tradeoffs, areas of concern, and things that excited you were also identified. Below is a summary 
of where you agreed (although not unanimously) and had concerns regarding each policy lever. A handout with a full summary with be 
available for you at session #4 (November 3). 
 

LEVER AREAS OF AGREEMENT WHAT WERE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT? 

Provincial grid and other 
electricity generation 

• Distributed energy generation is a good way to 
reduce energy lost during transmission 

• New jobs due to investment in these goals 

• If the Sun isn’t shining and the wind isn’t 
blowing, will we have something to fall back 
on? 

• Although money could be saved over time, 
many of you were concerned about large 
startup costs 

Urban form and transit • Health and safety should be priorities within 
planning 

• It’s not just the quantity of transportation 
infrastructure that’s important, but also the 
quality 

• Some panelists were hesitant about pay-as-
you-drive insurance, especially if it would 
mean paying higher prices 

• Are the benefits of the LRT expansion enough 
to justify its costs? Will it reduce GHG 
emissions enough? 

Heavy industry • Many of you were excited about the 
possibility of attracting different types of 
industry such as high tech companies 

• Could the companies/individual conducting 
energy audits “fudge” the numbers? 

• If we force industry to be more energy 
efficient, will they just move away from 
Edmonton? 

Energy efficiency of new 
and existing buildings 

• A better building code would mean safer 
buildings 

• Many of the activities associated with this 
lever would have a good return on investment 

• Does the Discussion Paper focus too much on 
retrofitting existing buildings and not enough 
on improving new ones? 

• Is this lever aiming high enough? Why isn’t 
‘net zero’ our target? 

Vehicles • Reducing energy consumption and emissions 
could lead to better air quality and quality of 
life 

• Some were concerned about the cost of 
electric vehicle batteries, how often they’d 
need to be replaced, and how they’re recycled 
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PICTURES 

   
 

n    
 

What values should guide the Citizens’ Panel and the City’s decision-making around climate 
change and energy vulnerability? 
Session #3 saw the Citizens’ Panel dig deeper into the 10 values most chosen by panelists during Session #2 (October 20). 
In particular, each table looked at one value and discussed whether it should be front-and-centre in the Panel’s 
recommendations/City decision-making. Panelists were also asked to describe what the value meant to them.  Below is a 
summary of one table’s work. 

VALUE SHOULD IT BE “FRONT AND CENTRE” AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Quality of life Consensus of the table assigned to this value. This value should be a top priority of the Panel. 
• Quality of life means different things to different people. If it means ensuring everyone’s health, 

safety, and need, it should be a top priority for the Panel. It shouldn’t mean getting whatever you 
want (e.g. driving a huge truck). 

• Personal choice needs to be protected, even if there are regulations or disincentives/incentives in 
place (e.g. you can keep the huge truck, but you might have to pay extra for it). 

• We need to be critical about what ‘quality of life’ means (e.g. through benchmarking, looking at 
what’s valued in other countries). 

Questions and Comments Wall? Participant Website Information 
After each session, your questions are analyzed to determine 
which ones need to be answered directly by someone familiar 
with the subject matter and which ones can be incorporated into 
future sessions. The answers to the ones that are addressed 
outside of the sessions can be found on the Participant Website in 
the forum titled “Your questions and comments from/about the 
Citizens’ Panel.” 

The Participant Website is a place for you to ask questions of each 
other, the presenters, and the organizers; access pertinent 
information and resources; and keep track of everything going on 
with the Panel. Each of you will have received an email from Ian 
Moore detailing how to access the Participant Website. If you 
need further support or have any questions, you can contact him 
at immoore@ualberta.ca or 780-700-2750. 
 

The Participant Website can be found at: http://bit.ly/W4cAwd 
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